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Prange Post, 1981 and original 

artwork inspired by H.C. Prange. 

Book Launch and Prangeõs Reunion Party 
 
You are cordially invited to join us 

on Thursday, December 1, 2011 for 

the release of our newest publication, 

Itôs Not Yours óTil You Like It, H.C. 

Prange, A Sheboygan Institution.  

 

A book launch and Prangeôs reunion 

party will take place from 4:00pm to 

7:00pm at Grace Episcopal Church, 

St. Nicholas Hall, 630 Ontario Ave-

nue, Sheboygan. 

 

Come to see exhibits of Prange mem-

orabilia, photos, live models, presen-

tations by former employees and a 

sampling of the food youóre sure to 

remember.  

 

Invite your friends and neighbors to 

help celebrate this memorable event.  

Admission is $10.00 per person.  The 150 page book will sell for $20.00. 

 

Excerpt from the book- Mention the name Prangeôs and no matter your age 

from 40 to 90 you probably have personal memories of the legendary Sheboygan 

department store. Whether those memories are of the annual animated Christmas 

window displays and caramel corn, the use of due bills, charge-a-plates, laya-

ways, will-call, the x-ray machine in the shoe department or the escalators, they 

are shared by many and are part of the cherished collective history of the H.C. 

Prange Company.  

  

This publication is by no means a comprehensive history of the H.C. Prange 

Company. It is more a trip down memory lane, filled with images, stories and 

recipes submitted by former employees and loyal shoppers. The story is further 

enhanced by clips from Prange Company publications, old newspaper articles and 

images, along with just enough original text to connect the pieces and tell a good  
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story. We have chosen to document some of the happenings of the company from its 

beginning in 1887 to the old storeôs demise in 1983.  

 Prangeôs continued on for a number of years after 1983 before it was sold to 

Younkers, but in a different building and in a different way. The era of the giant ñH.C. 

Prange familyò and the big city store in a small town was over. But what a life and 

influence it had! Enjoy the memories . 

 
Prangeôs Trivia ð Pat Resimius, Plymouth, Wisconsin 

In the mid-1950s my Grandma Gannon would take us all to Prangeôs for our Easter outfits. My 

mom would drive because Grandma never had a license. The best part of the day was the hot 

dog and root beer at the Hot Dog Counter. Just thinking about it makes me smile. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

November 14, 2011 ð Genealogy Classñ1:00pm to 3:00pm- Rocca Room, Mead 
Public Library, Sheboygan ð Ancestry.com ð Learn different ways of using An-
cestry and how to fully access the search engines. What you ask for makes a big 
difference. Become an expert in a short time. Call 920.467.4667. 

 The Researcher is the  

official newsletter of the  

Sheboygan County Histori-

cal Research Center.  

 

It is published six times each 

year in February, April, 

June, August, October and 

December. 

 
 

SCHRC Board of Directors 

 

Ron Becker 

       Transpo Companies 

 

Mary Lynne Donohue 

       Sheboygan County  

       Historical Society liaison 

 

David Gallianetti 

       Lakeland College 

 

Steven Gallimore 

       Skana Aluminum 

 

Robert Gorges 

        Retired Educator 

 

E. Anthony Fessler 

        Lakeland College 

 

Larshelby óSchelô Kidd 

        The Wine House 

 

Angela Miller 

         Kohler Company 

 

Darlene Navis 

          Retired Register of Deeds 

 

Carl Paul 

          The Fringe, Raih Tax 

 

Randy Schwoerer 

          BID Manager Sheboygan 

 

William Wagner 

          Retired Surgeon 

 

Wayne Warnecke 

          Retired Lakeland College 

 

Sharon Winkle 

          Mead Public Library 

 

Joe Zagozen 

          Pharmacist Glander Drug 

 

      Welcome New Members 

Robert and Evelyn Schroeder    Joyce Weinkauf 

         Walter Hodel                    John and Mary McCabe 

Bill and Cindi Hartzheim                               Ernie and Gerry Wuenstenhagen 

Mary Sprague Langsdorf                                            Christian York     

   Connie Ziegelbauer                                             Jim and Diane Ducey 

Go Paperless! 

 

Receive your newsletter via 

email. It saves paper and post-

age, but best of all, itôs in full 

color. Contact Katie at 

katied.schrc@att.net to make 

the switch. 

Donôt forget to follow SCHRC via Facebook, 

schrc.org and now on Twitterï follow us at  

ResearchCenter2. 

Pat Adamavich -For many of us our first credit 

card was a Prange charge-a-plateï a metal 

charge card that came in a small paper enve-

lope.  

 

November 12, 2011    Second Saturdays Into Local History 
9:30am to 11:30am   Falls Memorial Library, lower level meeting room 

 

Grand Avenue Mansions and Milwaukeeôs Beer Barons 

 John Eastberg, Senior Historian, Pabst Mansion  

 

Grand Avenue -- the very name signifies a time of Victorian elegance and extrav-

agance. Now known as Wisconsin Avenue, this main thoroughfare was once a 

beautiful boulevard lined with arching elms and the turreted mansions of Milwau-

keeās premier families. Grand Avenue reached the height of its grandeur in the 

years between 1870-1900. During this time the Avenue saw over fifty homes con-

structed between 9th and Grand Ave. and 35th and Grand Ave.  

  

Delve into the private world of Milwaukee's Beer Barons. Exciting never before 

see photographs of the Barons' at work and at play. Discover the history of Mil-

waukee's famous commodity and those who made it great: Pabst, Schlitz, Miller, 

and Uihlein. Trace the rise of Milwaukee's breweries from their modest begin-

nings to their meteoric rise as one of America's great industries until their collapse 

at prohibition in 1919. 

http://Ancestry.com
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The Herb Man  

Beau Bradshaw, Lakeland Intern  

 

    John J. Harbrecht was a 

man who gained a short 

lived amount of fame in 

the late 1920ôs for his 

herbal concoctions and 

pills that he claimed 

helped cure illnesses and 

disorders of all kinds. Dur-

ing this time people would 

line up for hours and 

sometimes even days to 

await his treatment in the 

little settlement of Mill-

home, which is just about 

four miles east of Kiel on 

highway 57. People truly 

believed in this man and 

had no doubts that his medical herbs could solve all their 

problems and illnesses. 

     As his fame continued to spread throughout the entire 

Sheboygan County area the Sheboygan Press became inter-

ested in this medicine man and they made it to Millhome in 

1927 to conduct an interview and investigation on his life 

and practices. This eventually became an article that ap-

peared in the Sheboygan Press on Friday March 11, 1927. 

     When interviewed Harbrecht claimed he was 83 years 

old. He also told them that he was once a blacksmith and 

comes from Russian stock and lived with Indians for a brief 

period of time. Even though he was quite closed about the 

details he mentioned that he may have lived with the Mo-

hawks and other tribes on the eastern coastal area, along 

with local Wisconsin tribes such as the Menominee. The 

article never really mentions where exactly he learned his 

methods, but it seems the reporters made the assumption 

that he must have learned all these herbal practices from 

the mass amount of time he spent with the Indian tribes. 

     Harbrechtôs practice included taking a blood test which 

involved forcefully rubbing a patientôs skin where the 

blood is near the surface. He then would examine the red 

spot and then would look this patient directly in the eyes 

and tell them what their ailment was. Along with this he 

would also take wood from his burner in his small shanty 

and place it directly over the center part of their body 

where the majority of the ñtroubleò was. 

     Harbrecht had a few very simple rules after giving the 

patients his diagnosis and cause of their illness. He told 

them not to drink any sort of stimulants such as coffee. 

Others were told not to drink moonshine because a lot of 

them were suffering from moonshine poisoning. Sweet 

wine was also on this list, and in addition said not to peel 

and boil potatoes, but rather bake them because the most 

beneficial part of the potato is just under the skin. He 

would also send them home with a bottle of pills and herbs 

and told them to take them daily and come back in 30 days. 

     Harbrechtôs methods became so popular they began to 

be questioned by the Wisconsin Medical Examining Board. 

William Krause filed a complaint about Harbrechtôs prac-

tices and conditions weeks earlier after he took a trip to 

Millhome to examine exactly what Harbrecht was doing. 

     The district attorney of Manitowoc County Edward 

Meyer eventually charged Harbrecht for practicing medi-

cine without a license, thereby ending his practice.  Meyer 

also sent a warning throughout the surrounding areas warn-

ing people that he was not a true doctor that could medical-

ly cure their illnesses. 

     Harbrecht never charged the poor and all his prices for 

his herbal cures and medicine were considered reasonable 

at the time. He was described as a mysterious, confident, 

independent, likable man who lived a small shanty that was 

once an old blacksmith shop.  

     John J. Harbrecht died on Thursday April 4, 1940 at the 

age of 85.  Harbrecht may have lived an unorganized mess 

with newspapers and debris all over the place, but many 

people believed his advice and medicine truly helped saved 

their lives. 
 

      Soldiersõ Aid Society  

         Beau Bradshaw,Lakeland Intern   

 
 Imagine yourself as a woman in the early to middle 

1860s. You live in a male-dominated society where most 

women stay home and are expected to just take care of the 

family and any other needs that arise around the house. 

Then imagine your loved ones getting drafted into a war 

and being sent off to fight miles and miles away from 

home. News around town about the increasing number of 

deaths of soldiers spreads like wild fire. You have no idea 

if your husband, cousin, and even child are still alive; or 

even if they are somehow alive, you have no idea where 

they are or how they are doing. This goes on for months at 

a time. 

       

    Continued on page 6 

Question for Readers  

During the late 19th century and early to mid 20th  cen-

tury many Sheboygan County churches were built. At 

some point they added stained-glass or opalescent 

windows. Who were the likely suppliers, manufactur-

ers or artists of those windows? Where would church-

es order the windows and what would be the cost of 

the windows? Please contact Don Lau if you have in-

formation or answersï Call Don at 920.467.4667 or 

email him at donl.schrc@att.net. 
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 The Sheboygan Marsh is regarded by Sheboygan 

County residents and ñoutsidersò alike as a place of great 

curiosity. Currently, folks come from far and wide to take 

advantage of the great recreational opportunities that the 

Marsh offers to them. Whether it is hunting, fishing, camp-

ing, boating, snowmobiling, or simply exploring, many can 

attest to the great beauty and vastness that the Marsh con-

tains. At the same time, the Sheboygan Marsh has a long 

and deep history. Without the various historical develop-

ments of the past, the Marsh would not be anywhere near 

what it is today. Therefore, a past understanding of the She-

boygan Marsh is absolutely essential for a proper under-

standing of this unique geographical feature that many of 

us cherish. 

 Before the Europeans came to the area, the Marsh 

contained a vast forest teeming with wildlife. Because of 

this, the Indians used the Marsh extensively for hunting. 

Furthermore, the Marsh also contained a very large lake 

known as Lake Sheboygan, which was also used extensive-

ly by the Indians for fishing and transportation purposes. 

When the white man began to settle the area around 1847, 

the forest began to be immediately cleared away for agri-

cultural purposes, although usage of the marshland for 

farming never truly took off. The land was much too wet 

and swampy, but hopes and dreams of farming it would 

remain on the agenda for years to come. 

 Due to the clearing away of much of the forest sur-

rounding the Marsh following white settlement, the great 

Lake Sheboygan began to drastically recede. Already by 

1870, a large portion of the lake had already receded. And 

what the receded lakebed left behind appeared to be almost 

as valuable as gold. John Bertschy, a miller from She-

boygan, saw great opportunities in attempting to farm the 

exposed lakebed due to its rich black soil. Bertschy pro-

posed that more of the nutrient-rich soil could be accessed 

through draining more of the lake. According to Bertschy, 

this could be done through cutting ditches through the 

swampland surrounding the lake. After Bertschyôs plan was 

publicized, a group of settlers jumped on the idea and at-

tempted to drain more of the lake, but to no avail. The 

ditches they dug were too shallow, and the lake did not 

drain as they had anticipated. Furthermore, Bertschy ran 

out of money to continue the project, so the plan was dis-

banded and the Marsh would remain fairly untouched for 

the next forty years. 

 In spite of the downfall of Bertschyôs plan, 

ñdrainage feverò did not fade away. Already during the ear-

ly 1900s, proposals to drain the Marsh began to once again 

be propagated. In 1912, a new drainage project was pro-

posed by the Sheboygan Land & Lime Company to drain 

the Marsh for the purpose of creating a ñgarden metropolisò 

out of it. Demand and prices were both high, and sufficient 

funding had been raised through a bond issue and the sale 

of stock. This time around, however, the hired engineers 

made sure that the ditches that were dug were actually large 

enough to drain the swampland. Channels were dredged 

throughout the Marsh, creating a crisscross pattern still in 

existence today. A canal was also dug, and by the time the 

project was finished, the peat lands of the Marsh had been 

largely drained and were ñready for development.ò  

 Reality would settle in, however, and all hopes of 

creating a garden metropolis would drain away just as fast 

as the drainage project had ridded the Marsh of water.  

      

Early Times of the Sheboygan Marsh 
Adam Mauer, SCHRC Volunteer 
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During the height of the drainage fervor, World War I was occurring, thus enabling a war-time economy to keep de-

mand and prices high. But by the time World War I ended in 1918, prices fell drastically along with demand. Enthusi-

asm for developing the Marsh died once again. The land lost most of its value, and nobody was willing to buy up land 

that had questionable farming value. Nothing remained but the largely drained Marsh and crisscrossed channels, and it 

seemed that the Marsh would remain a lost cause for years to come. 

 Throughout the 1920s the Marsh remained nothing more than a vast, drained wasteland. The Marsh still con-

tained some moisture, but more of it dried up as each year passed. By the latter part of the decade, however, proposals to 

reinvigorate the Marsh began to surface. This time, however, the plan was to restore the Marsh to its former glory, and 

not to attempt any futile plan to farm or subdivide it.  

 The Izaak Walton League of Sheboygan, a chapter of the nationally-known conservationist group, proposed 

bringing water flow back into the Marsh. The League appointed a committee led by C.E. Broughton, publisher of the 

Sheboygan Press, to investigate the issue. The County Board and the League immediately began coordinating their ef-

forts together, but a series of intense forest fires in the early 1930s put the restoration project on hold. And due to severe 

drought, the Izaac Walton League was told that they could not build a dam. By 1932, however, patience had run out, and 

a ñmysterious damò was built overnight, without any legal permission. Nobody objected to the dam being built, howev-

er, for almost immediately water flow was being restored back to the dried and burned up Marsh.  

 By 1937, the County Board had decided that it wanted to purchase the property of the Sheboygan Marsh. On 

February 6, 1937, Judge Emory W. Crosby signed a court order that authorized the public sale of the Marsh property. 

Then, on March 5th, the actual sale took place and Sheboygan County became the owner of the property at the price of 

$17,646.  With the purchase of the Marsh by the county, it was obvious that a larger dam would have to be built 

to further restore the Marsh property to its former glory. From 1937 to 1938, a permanent dam was constructed under 

the federal WPA program, thus replacing the ñmystery damò that had been constructed in 1932. After the dam was fin-

ished, the Marsh once again flooded, and by 1941 there were reports of 1,500 acres of land completely flooded. The re-

mainder of the land within the Marsh once again became marshy in terrain, with swamp plants such as sedge and cattail 

dominating swaths of land. The engineer in charge of the dam also stated that the restored water levels were the same as 

what the water levels had been between 1868 and 1921. Clearly, progress had been made. 

 More work has been done to the Sheboygan Marsh since the first major restoration project of the 1930s. Around 

1953, 6-inch I-beams were installed as flashboards on top of the spillway, thus raising the water level another 6 inches. 

In 1968, a bypass tube was installed around the dam with funding from the state, county, and sportsmenôs clubs. This 

bypass tube allowed for greater management of water flow, increased plant diversity, and improved hunting and fishing 

opportunities.  

 Currently, the Marsh remains a haven for hunting and fishing due to the conservation efforts of the various 

agencies and clubs that coordinated their efforts together. The campground and Marsh Lodge remain popular destina-

tions as well, and the recently-built observation tower allows visitors to see the Marsh in its entire splendor.  

 In light of the progress that has been made on the Sheboygan Marsh over the years, it is quite clear that the 

marsh that we cherish today would not be anywhere near what it is today had it not been for the historical developments 

done to it. 

Fishing Pier and Channel at  

Broughton Sheboygan Marsh Park  

Dam and Marsh Bar at Broughton Sheboygan Marsh Park  
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During the Civil war all men between the ages of 16 and 45 

were eligible for the draft or war duty on fronts located hun-

dreds of miles from home. This shortage of men in communi-

ties across the country changed the entire dynamic of house-

holds. Women were left in charge for the first time. These 

strong women managed households, children and farms, but 

also managed to pull together as a community to help support 

the war effort that was in desperate need of help at the time. 

 

Throughout Sheboygan County the women of the area formed 

several different societies starting in 1861 to help support the 

local war effort. The Sheboygan Aid Society, also known as 

the Soldiersô Aid Society, was a very well-organized, well-

funded group of women who sent off a variety of goods and 

materials needed for the soldiers in battle.  Most of the mate-

rial that the women in this society collected was sent to the 

Chicago Sanitary Committee. This Committee would then 

send it to any hospitals in the local area that were in the most 

need of supplies. 

 

On several different occasions their efforts were noted in the 

Evergreen City Times which was the local Sheboygan area 

newspaper at the time. One such article listed the amount and 

type of items that were collected and sent. Items included: pillows, comforters, slippers, magazines, bandages, oil linen, 

compresses and so much more. The Evergreen City Times newspaper article on February 22, 1862 reported the women 

collected a total of $132.15 worth of goods to be sent off.  Taking todayôs inflation into consideration in that time it 

would be equal to us sending off about three to four thousand dollars worth of supplies to soldiers. 

 

Two years later in 1863 another fundraising effort by the Soldiersô Aid Society involved holding a concert to help further 

support their cause. The concert was spearheaded by the Sheboygan Turnverein (Turners) which was a highly recog-

nized German benevolent society.  The concert sold $118.10 in tickets and brought in a total of $72.00 worth of profit in 

just one day. 

 

The women of the Soldiersô Aid Society continued to support and give until the war ended in 1865. By June of 1865 the 

Society closed up their efforts and donated the rest of their treasury funds of $113.38 to the Soldiersô Home fund in Mil-

waukee. 

Membership Renewal Time 

Itôs All About You 

Your History, Our Mission 

 
Itôs time to renew all memberships for the 2011-2012 year. You will receive another renewal form in the mail soon if 

you have not renewed. Please make note of membership amounts.  This yearôs membership goal is $30,000 or about 

850 membership renewals.  Please consider an extra donation or increasing your level of membership.   

 

Remember, what your membership dollars do!! Memberships dollars support outreach programs, collection care, book 

publishing and building care.  Each membership - each dollar, is so very important. You are so very important.  

 

Help the Historical Research Center to reach its membership goal. 
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Wisconsinôs  Only Escalator ð A Sampling of Prangeôs Trivia 

 

Installed Last Summer! Other 

Improvements Made 

 

The summer of 1937 wit-

nessed the opening of 

Prangeôs new escalator . . . 

The only moving stairway in 

Wisconsin.  The great interest 

shown at the time of the open-

ing and ever since the opening 

shows that Prange customers 

are quick to welcome the lat-

est in modern convenience.   

  

Among other improvements 

made in 1937 was the installa-

tion of an up-to-date fountain  

and luncheon service. This 

new department on the main 

floor offers the latest in com-

fort and convenience for cus-

tomers.  

 

Improvements are constantly 

being made at Prangeôs as the 

need for them arises.  As a result the store enjoys the reputation of being one of the finest and most complete stores in 

Wisconsin. It places customer confidence first among all its assets. 

 

Jim Schoerger, Houston, Texas 

I grew up in Sheboygan and attended North High School ð Class of 1955. One winter the temperatures dipped low and 

they closed the schools. That day, all the school kids headed to Prangeôs for a day of playing and riding the escalators. 

After that, the schools decided that if all the kids could go to Prangeôs, they could go to school. They didnôt close the 

schools after that. 

 

Wish List 
1. 49 inch rotary paper cutterð$150 

Our old paper cutters are warped and dull. A new paper cutter will go a long way to improving collection management 

and exhibit services. 

2. Blank DVDsï Verbatim 

3. Paper Towels 

4. Toilet Paper 

5. Lysol or Clorox Wipes 

 

You may make a donation toward an item or items. Or you may donate the requested item. We are thankful for either. 

Escalator BackgroundðThe earliest working type of escalator, patented in 1892 by Jesse W. Reno, was introduced 

as a new novelty ride at the Old Iron Pier at Coney Island NY, NY in 1896. But, it took the Otis Elevator Company 

of New York to manufacture it and get it ready for general use. It was exhibited in 1900 at the Paris Exposition, 

where the name "escalator" was adopted. 


