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¢ƘŜ {ƘŜōƻȅƎŀƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ рму ²ŀǘŜǊ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƛƴ {ƘŜōƻȅƎŀƴ CŀƭƭǎΦ   
hǇŜƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ фΥллŀƳ ς пΥллǇƳ ŀƴŘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅǎ ŦǊƻƳ уΥолŀƳ ǘƻ мнΥлл ƴƻƻƴΦ   
tƘƻƴŜΥ фнл-пст-псст                    9-ƳŀƛƭΥ ǎŎƘǊŎϪŀǧΦ ƴŜǘ             ²ŜōǎƛǘŜΥ ǿǿǿΦǎŎƘǊŎΦƻǊƎ 

 

¢ƘŜ aL/I!9[ w9L[[¸ C!aL[¸ ƻŦ /ƻǳƴǘȅ [ƻǳǘƘΣ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ 

 
aƛŎƘŀŜƭ wŜƛƭƭȅΣ ŀƎŜŘ сфΣ ƅŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ мупу ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΤ ǿƛŦŜΣ !ƴƴ aŎ.ǊƛŘŜ wŜƛƭƭȅΣ ŀƎŜ пуΣ ǎƻƴ 
aƛŎƘŀŜƭ WǊΣ ŀƎŜ ноΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ !ƭƛŎŜ aǳǊǇƘȅ wŜƛƭƭȅΣ ŀƎŜ муΣ  ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ !ƴƴΣ ŀƎŜ мнΦ 
 
¢ƘŜȅ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻǳƴǘȅ [ƻǳǘƘΣ tŀǊƛǎƘ ƻŦ /ƻƻƭŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǾŀƭƭŜȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ DƭŜƴƳƻǊŜΦ   DƭŜƴƳƻǊŜ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ 
ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ LǊƛǎƘ {Ŝŀ ŀōƻǳǘ мл ƳƛƭŜǎ ƛƴƭŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ /ŀǊƭƛƴƎŦƻǊŘΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴƻǳǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƻƭŜȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ LǊƛǎƘ ƳȅǘƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǘŀƭŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ŀƛƴ .ƻ /ǳŀƛƭƴƎŜέ  ό¢ƘŜ /ŀǧƭŜ wŀƛŘ ƻŦ /ƻƻƭŜȅύΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ wŜƛƭƭȅǎ ǎŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇ bŜǿ ½ŜŜƭŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǊǘ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ bŜǿǊȅ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻƻƭŜȅǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
Ŧƻƻǘ ƻŦ /ŀǊƭƛƴƎŦƻǊŘ .ŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ƻƴ aŀȅ сΣ мупуΦ  hƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƳŜ ǎƘƛǇ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǿƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
/ƻƻƭŜȅǎΤ ǘƘŜ !ƴŘǊŜǿ IŜƴǊȅǎ ŀƴŘ tŜǘŜǊ aŎ5ŜǊƳƻǧǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴŘƻǳōǘŜŘƭȅ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 
ǎŜǧƭŜŘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎǘŀȅ ƭƻƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ wŜƛƭƭȅǎ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ нсΣ мупфΦ  
¢ƘŜ wŜƛƭƭȅǎ ōƻǳƎƘǘ пл ŀŎǊŜǎ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ƴŜŀǊ wŀƴŘƻƳ [ŀƪŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ ƻŦ CǊŜŘƻƴƛŀΣ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ όƴƻǿ hȊŀǳƪŜŜ 
/ƻǳƴǘȅύ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ ƭŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎǳƭŀǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ Ϸп ǇŜǊ ŀŎǊŜΦ  CƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƴ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ пл ŀŎǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ Ϸмл 
ǇŜǊ ŀŎǊŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ IŜƴǊȅǎ ŀƴŘ aŎ5ŜǊƳƻǧǎ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ƭŀƴŘ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜƳ ōǳǘ ƛƴ {ƘŜōƻȅƎŀƴ /ƻΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊ wŜƛƭƭȅǎ  ŀǊŜ ōǳǊƛŜŘ 

A Bit of the 

Irish in She-

boygan 

County 
 

Contributed by Gerre Ninnemann 
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ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ƳƛƭŜ 
ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ wŀƴŘƻƳ [ŀƪŜΦ  {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ 
ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  !ƴƴ wŜƛƭƭȅ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƴŀƳŜŘ .ŀƭŘπ
ǿƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƘŀŘ ǘǿƻ ǎǘŜŜǇƭŜ-ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘǎ 
ŜǊŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΦ  .ǳǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊΦ  
 
aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ !ƭƛŎŜ wŜƛƭƭȅ ƘŀŘ ŦƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ WŀƳŜǎΣ tŀǘπ
ǊƛŎƪΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅΦ  .ƻǘƘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ !ƭπ
ƛŎŜ ŘƛŜŘ ŀǘ ǊŜƭŀǝǾŜƭȅ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀƎŜǎΣ ƘŜ ŀǘ ŀƎŜ пс ƛƴ мутн 
ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ŀǘ ŀƎŜ рл ƛƴ муумΦ    wŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭȅ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ {ǊΦ 
ƭƛǾŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƎŜ фр ŘȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ мутрΣ ƻǳǘƭƛǾƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 
 
tŀǘǊƛŎƪ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƻ ŦŀǊƳ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ 
ƘƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘΣ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ мфмс ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ aƛƭǿŀǳπ
ƪŜŜΦ  {ƻƴ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ƭŜƊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘ ŀǘ ŀƎŜ нн ƛƴ мууо 
ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ WŀƴŜǎǾƛƭƭŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŀ ŦŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ 
ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  aŀǊȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƭŜƊ ƛƴ мууо ŀǘ ŀƎŜ нмΦ  ²Ŝ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƻŦ 
ƘŜǊΦ 
 
WŀƳŜǎΣ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ !ƭƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ мурмΦ  !ǎ 
ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ Ƴŀƴ ƘŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ aƛƭǿŀǳƪŜŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ōƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘ ǘǊŀŘŜΦ  IŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ aŀǊȅ bƻǊǊƛǎ ƛƴ aƛƭǿŀǳπ
ƪŜŜ ƛƴ мутуΦ  {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ wŀƴŘƻƳ [ŀƪŜ ŀǊŜŀ 
ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƳƛƎǊŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻΦ [ƻǳǘƘΦ   
 
{ƘƻǊǘƭȅ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ WŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅ bƻǊǊƛǎ 
wŜƛƭƭȅ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ tŀǊƴŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ 
ōǳƛƭǘ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ WŀƳŜǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀ ōƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘ ǎƘƻǇ 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ƻƴ ѹ ŀŎǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ tƘŜƭŀƴ 
ƻƴ 5ŜŎΦ ммΣ мутфΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ tƻǎǘƳŀǎǘŜǊ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƴŜƭƭ tƻǎǘ hŶŎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ 
муууΦ  Lƴ мфлр ƘŜ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ мκн ŀŎǊŜ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ WƻƘƴ 5ŜǾƛƴŜΦ Lƴ мфлр 
ƘŜ ǎƻƭŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƭŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ 
ǘƻ aŀǊȅ 5ƻǿƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ {ƛŘŜ Iƻπ
ǘŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŬƴƛǎƘŜŘ ƘŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ōƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘ 
ǎƘƻǇ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ   
 
WƛƳ ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅ bƻǊǊƛǎ wŜƛƭƭȅ όǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ƛƳŀƎŜ ōŜƭƻǿύ 
ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŬǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ tŀǊƴŜƭƭΤ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΣ WƻǎŜǇƘΣ WŀƳŜǎΣ 
aŀǊȅ !ƭƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ [ƛƭƭƛŀƴΦ CŀǘƘŜǊ WƛƳ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ мфнт ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŀƎŜ ƻŦ тс ŀƴŘ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ aŀǊȅ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ мфнр ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ 
трΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ {ǘΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦ     
    
                  /ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ ф 

±ŀƭƭŜȅ ƻŦ DƭŜƴƳƻǊŜΣ /ƻǳƴǘȅ [ƻǳǘƘΣ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ 
IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ Ǉƻǎǘ ŎŀǊŘ 
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The Mackinac Manifests: A Treasure Trove for Western Great Lakes History 
Brendon Baillod 

 

About 20 years ago, an amazing collection of little-known material related to the pioneering times on Lakes Michigan and Su-

perior was discovered by members of the Association for Great Lakes Maritime History (AGLMH).  Housed in many boxes at 

the Burton Historical Collection of the Detroit Public Library, were over sixty years of original ship manifests and other mari-

time documents from the Mackinac Customs House, spanning the period 1800 to 1860.  The material is a gold mine for re-

gional historians, chronicling nearly every person or shipment to pass in or out of Lakes Michigan and Superior during the 

American fur trade and pioneering periods. 

 

Unfortunately, the material was almost impossible to work with. The nearly 15,000 fragile, ancient papers were in no particu-

lar order and it was nearly impossible to locate specific documents without spending weeks thumbing through these delicate, 

priceless resources.  Through the efforts of AGLMH members including John Polascek, Jerry Metzler, Mike Spears, Brendon 

Baillod and Bob Graham, this amazing collection has been digitized in its entirety and is now being transcribed into a searcha-

ble online database. 

 

The 12,000 images are now on 11 DVDs, and are already yielding important new historical data.  Among the many important 

and fascinating documents in this collection are: 

 

Original fur trade manifests for canoes and bateaux 

coming from the pioneer Lake Michigan and Lake 

Superior fur traders working for the American Fur 

Company. 

 

Original manifests for early, pioneering schooners 

coming to and from the wilderness settlements of the 

western Lakes.  The name and tonnage of each vessel 

is given along with the name of her captain, passen-

gers and some crew, along with all the contents of her 

shipment and the names of those sending and receiv-

ing the cargo items. 

 

Manifests from early  steamships bringing passengers 

and immigrants to settle the western Great Lakes.  In 

some instances, complete passenger lists appear. 

 

Records of the materials and people who built and ran 

the lighthouses on the western Great Lakes. 

 

The Mackinac manifest collection is important to re-

gional historians because it is a largely untapped re-

source.  Very few people have ever accessed it and the 

vast majority of the documents haven't been referenced 

since they were created in the early 1800s.  The docu-

ments in this collection add a great deal of texture and 

detail to the pioneer history of our early settler communities and will doubtless reveal many previously unknown facts as they 

are studied.  The collection is also important because it tells us a great deal about the daily lives of the our pioneer settlers, 

much of which presently relies on oral tradition and folklore.  Here, for the first time, we can get a comprehensive, first-hand 

view of the articles of daily life that our founders needed to import from the east as well as the raw goods that were being pro-

duced and exported. 

!ǇǊƛƭ фΣ нлмм  фΥолŀƳ ǘƻ ммΥолŀƳ {ŜŎƻƴŘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅǎ 
[ŀŘȅ 9ƭƎƛƴΥ ¢ƛǘŀƴƛŎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ [ŀƪŜǎ 

Wƻƛƴ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ .ǊŜƴŘƻƴ .ŀƛƭƭƻŘ ŀǎ ƘŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ƳȅǘƘƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŎƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƎƛŎ 
[ŀƪŜ ǎǘŜŀƳŜǊ [ŀŘȅ 9ƭƎƛƴΦ [ƻǎǘ ƛƴ мусл ƻũ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ плл ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘƭƛŜǎǘ ǎƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ DǊŜŀǘ 
[ŀƪŜǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŀƭƪ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ƎƭƛƳǇǎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇ 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾƛŜǿǎ ƘŜǊ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴϥǎ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ ǇƻƭƛǝŎǎΦ 
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Rocky Knoll 

      The Origins of Rocky Knoll 

 Excerpts below from the Sheboygan Press, May 22, 1987. 

 

When Rocky Knoll opened its doors in August of 1926, it 

was the most technologically advanced and best staffed 

tuberculosis sanatorium in the state. It was described as 

possibly the best treatment center to be found anywhere in 

the country. E.A. Stubenrauch of Sheboygan was the archi-

tect for the project. The photo above, circa 1926,  is from 

the Stubenrauch Collection housed at the Research Center. 

Notice the sun cure porches on the front fa­ade of the 

building. They were used for sleeping in all weather. 

 

According to newspaper accounts at the time of its dedica-

tion, it had a fumigating machine and an x-ray machine, 

nearly unheard of in the 1920s. It also had state-of- the-art 

dust control, which meant rounded metal corners and ter-

razzo floors ð easy to clean.  

 

The original plan was for a 40-bed hospital, but before the 

project began it was apparent that so many people in She-

boygan County were infected with TB that the facility 

would have to double in size. By the end of 1926 the 80 

beds were already filled. 

 

TB became an issue in 1921 when ñchest clinicsò revealed 

there were already 85 cases of tuberculosis in the county. 

This number did not include the 34 patients in other coun-

ties or servicemen in government hospitals. 

 

The site for Rocky Knoll was chosen because of the need 

for isolated community life. Isolation suited the general 

public as well. Sheboygan County was a sympathetic place 

for TB treatment. It was not uncommon in some areas of 

the East to buy a TB patient a one-way ticket to Arizona, 

Colorado or California. Those dry climates of the west 

were considered better for tuberculosis patients, but the on-

way ticket was a rather inhumane way of ridding the area 

of a difficult problem. Sheboygan County rose to the occa-

sion and learned to treat patients effectively and with com-

passion.  

 

Children afflicted with the disease were also taken to 

Rocky Knoll. They were separated from their friends and 

all but immediate family for long periods of time. There 

was a special ward with a large play area and classroom, 

along with rooms with sun cure porches. When it was de-

termined children were well enough to risk sending them 

home, they went first to a special school in Sheboyganð

the Fresh Air School which opened in 1918 at the Third 

Ward School on South Eighth Street. In 1931, the Fresh 

Air School moved to Longfellow School. 

 

In 1800 tuberculosis killed more people than cancer or 

heart disease. In 1906 the mortality schedule listed 110 

deaths from TB, but by 1926 only 60 deaths were reported. 

Rest, fresh air, cod liver oil and sunshine were the only 

known treatments. The death toll continued until 1944 

when the development of streptomycin made TB a treata-

ble and curable disease, not a death sentence.  
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In a September 1955 Sheboygan Press article, the title pro-

claims  ñBoard Favors Use of Rocky Knoll for Agedò. One 

wing of Rocky Knoll Tuberculosis Sanatorium was to be 

set aside for the care of aged and infirm persons who were 

bed-ridden.  Beginning January 1, 1956 patients were ad-

mitted on a voluntary basis, but the article states that ñin no 

way was the dwelling to be used for people able to get 

around and take care of themselves.ò   

 

October 28, 1962 Sheboygan Press Headline 

TB Down, But Hospital Care of Aged Goes On 

ñWhile the treatment of tuberculosis has changed to such 

an extent that a large number of beds is no longer neces-

sary, there remains need of beds for the chronically ill and 

aged at Rocky Knoll Sanitarium and Hospital.ò 

 

Treatment for tuberculosis patients had changed so much 

by 1962 that the sanatorium wing of Rocky Knoll was rare-

ly filled to capacity. The patient load varied between 45 

and 65 over a year. Over the course of the decade of the 

1960s, the focus of Rocky Knoll became the elderly and 

chronically ill.  

 

Still a county-owned facility, Rocky Knoll in 2011 special-

izes in the care of the elderly, patients with special needs, 

cognitive and physical, Alzheimerôs patients and those in 

need of short-term rehabilitation. The facility and its staff 

have professionally served the needs of the residents of 

Sheboygan County, providing a caring home to the most 

vulnerable of our residents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Looking for  

     Information 
SCHRC has a re-

searcher looking for 

information and photos 

of the altar mentioned 

in the news article at 

left. �6�K�H�E�R�\�J�D�Q���3�U�H�V�V -

March 30, 1951. Does 

anyone know of its 

present location at 

Rocky Knoll or else-

where? Or of it dispo-

sition or removal in a 

renovation project?  

Does anyone have 

photos or personal sto-

ries involving this par-

ticular altar? Any in-

formation would be 

greatly appreciated. 

Please contact the Re-

search Center at 

920.467.4667. 

Aboveï The latest in x-ray equipment at Rocky Knoll 

July 7, 1942. 

 

At leftï Rocky Knoll Christmas. December 18, 1934. TB 

patients decorate their Christmas tree.  


