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2011 -2012 Second Saturdays  
begins September  10, 2011  

 
Second Saturdays-Journeys into Local History 

kicks off its tenth year on September 10, 2011 

with Michael Edmonds discussing his new 

book, Out of the Northwoods: The Many Lives 

of Paul Bunyan, and ends in May 2012 with a 

memory-filled trip through the 1950s and 

1960s with Jean Sanvidge Wouters, co-author 

of Penny Loafers and Bobby Pins. 

 

Second Saturdays began in September of 2001 

with our friend Jerry Apps talking about an all-

time favorite, Barns. That September 8th was 

the beginning of something great for the His-

torical Research Center. Itôs odd looking back 

and realizing it was just three days shy of that 

Tuesday which would change our lives forever.  

But, here we are ten years later, still enjoying 

fine books and speakers and the friends weôve 

made since then. 

 

Out of the Northwoods: The Many Lives of 

Paul Bunyan presents the culture of 19th centu-

ry lumberjacks in their own words. It includes 

eyewitness accounts of how the first Bunyan 

stories were shared on frigid winter nights, 

around logging camp stoves, in the Wisconsin 

pinery. It describes where the tales began, how they moved out of the forest and 

into print, and why publication changed them forever.  

Michael Edmonds joined the staff of the Wisconsin Historical Society in 1982 

and helped lead its effort to mount rare books and manuscripts on the Web, stum-

bling on the mystery of Paul Bunyan's origin while looking for lumberjack mem-

oirs to share online.       

        A full SS schedule is included as an insert . 

Seen above is the cover from  

Dennis McCannôs new book, 

Badger Boneyards-The Eternal 

Rest of the History. Dennis will  

be the speaker for April 2012. 

This will be his second visit to 

Second Saturdays.  
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 The Researcher is the  

official newsletter of the  

Sheboygan County Histori-

cal Research Center.  

 

It is published six times each 

year in February, April, 

June, August, October and 

December. 

 
 

SCHRC Board of Directors 

 

Ron Becker 

 Transpo Companies 

 

David Gallianetti 

 Lakeland College 

 

Steven Gallimore 

 Skana Aluminum 

 

Robert Gorges 

 Retired Educator 

 

E. Anthony Fessler 

 Lakeland College 

 

Larshelby óSchelô Kidd 

 The Wine House 

 

Ann McIntyre 

 Mount Mary College 

 

Angela Miller 

 Kohler Company 

 

Darlene Navis 

 Retired Register of Deeds 

 

Carl Paul 

 The Fringe, Raih Tax 

 

Randy Schwoerer 

 BID Manager Sheboygan 

 

William Wagner 

 Retired Surgeon 

 

Wayne Warnecke 

 Retired Lakeland College 

 

Sharon Winkle 

 Mead Public Library 

 

Joe Zagozen 

 Pharmacist Glander Drug 

 

 

 

The Niagara Escarpment SS Rescheduled 
 

October 8, 2011 The Niagara Escarpment  

Eric Fowle, Co-Chair Niagara Escarpment Resource Network  

 

The Niagara Escarpment is a 650-mile long geologic feature of international scale 

and global importance that reaches across Wisconsin, Michigan, Ontario, and New 

York; and in Wisconsin, the Niagara Escarpment extends for a distance of over 

230 miles and runs though Door, Kewaunee, Brown, Manitowoc, Calumet, Fond 

du Lac, Dodge, and Waukesha counties. Its cliff faces and high elevation on the 

landscape provide numerous im-portant vistas and views, several of which are as 

much as 200 feet above the surrounding landscape. Eric will introduce us to the 

Niagara Escarpment and en-lighten us about the events of the past year.  

 

Remember all Second Saturdays programs are held at the Sheboygan Falls 

Memorial Library, 330 Buffalo Street, Sheboygan Falls, in the lower level 

meeting room. The programs run from 9:30am to 11:30am. Authors usually 

have their books for sale on the day of presentation.  Suggestions for topics are 

always welcome.   

NeededðBookkeeper for the  

Historical Research Center 

Volunteer Position 

4 hours per week 

Job description Available Upon Request 

Please call Beth at 920-467-4667 for more information 

     2011 Annual Meeting  

   and Volunteer Recognition Brunch 

      Save the Date! 

 
Each year in September we meet to remember the year past and to celebrate the 

year to come. As the Sheboygan County Historical Research Center begins its 

28th year of service to the Sheboygan County community we will honor and 

thank our volunteers, members, board of directors and staff. We will also fulfill 

our legal obligations by electing new board members, passing our new budget 

and thanking our retiring board members.  Please join us for a fun and friendly 

morning in a great setting. Current volunteers will receive a separate invitation. 

When: Friday morning, September 23, 2011 

Where: The Final Approach Restaurant, W3244 County Road O, Sheboygan Falls, WI 

53085, Located North of Hwy. 23 on County Road "O", West of TT at the Sheboygan 

County Memorial Airport 

Time: 10:00am Business Meeting and Volunteer Recognition, 11:00am Brunch and So-

cial 

Cost: $13.00 per person includes brunch with entrees, soup, salad bar, breakfast bar  

beverage and a dessert bar. Reservations are a must. Please call 920-467-4667 by 

4:00pm, September 20, 2011 to register. 
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  Focus on the Collection 
Transcript of Letters of Bailey Hutchins to Nelson  

Ritter from January 10, 1853 until his death (Hutchins) 

at Andersonville Prison, Georgia on August 29, 1864 

85 letters 

 

Hebron, Wisconsin 

April 23, 1865 

 

By the request of Susan Hutchins I write to you to let you 

know that Bailey Hutchins was taken prisoner in the first 

engagement that he was in somewhere near Atlanta, Geor-

gia on the ninth of  May last. 

 

Susan saw a man that was taken when he (Bailey) was. He 

was one of his company. He was with Bailey and messed 

with him till he was taken to the hospital and after that he 

did not see him nor hear from him till he was reported dead 

by the rebel Sergeant. 

 

Susan lives on the old place where she did when Bailey 

went away. Baileyôs mother lives with her. Susan says she 

owes you ten dollars, yet that when Bailey went away he 

said he would send you the money as soon as he got his 

pay. That she will send you the money as soon as she gets 

Baileys pay. She may not get it till next fall but when she 

does get it you shall have your pay.   

 

Yours with respect, Susan Hutchins 

 

  Andersonville National Cemetery  

 
The cemetery is the final resting place for the Union pris-

oners who perished while being held at Camp Sumter as 

POW. The prisoners' burial ground at Camp Sumter has 

been made a national cemetery. It contains 13,714 graves, 

of which 921 are marked "unknown". The cemetery is cur-

rently active as an honored burial place for present-day vet-

erans and their dependents. 

 

Andersonville Prison (Camp Sumter) 

Camp Sumter, commonly called Andersonville, was one 

of the largest military prisons established by the Confed-

eracy during the Civil War. In existence for 14 months, 

over 45,000 Union soldiers were confined at the prison. 

Of these, almost 13,000 died from disease, poor sanita-

tion, malnutrition, overcrowding, and exposure to the ele-

ments. The largest number held in the 26İ-acre stockade 

at any one time was more than 32,000, during August of 

1864. Today the beauty of the prison site belies the suffer-

ing that once took place inside the stockade  

One of a series of monuments at the northwest corner of the 

Andersonville Prison site in Macon County, Georgia. 

Discover the stories of Wisconsin in the Civil War (www.Wisconsinhistory.org) 
The Civil War (1861-1865) was one of the bloodiest and most tragic, with over 600,000 soldiers killed. During its four 

long years, more than 90,000 Wisconsin soldiers fought for the Union cause. 

 

To mark its sesquicentennial (150th anniversary), the WHS created "Wisconsin in the Civil War," a digital collection 

containing more than 20,000 original documents. The collection provides ready access to dozens of diaries, regimental 

histories and book-length memoirs, thousands of soldiersô letters, hundreds of newspaper articles, and more than 1,000 

photographs, maps and other images. The collection goes beyond basic facts about Wisconsin military units. It offers 

personal, in-depth, and moving portraits of Wisconsin soldiers in war. New documents will be added every week 

throughout 2011. 
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 March 17, 1955 Sheboygan Press 

 

Camp for Girls, Plan of Owners 

Will Specialize in Theatre Arts When Owners Take 

Over 

 

Historic Osthoffôs Resort at Elkhart Lake has been pur-

chased by Chicago residents who will convert it into a 

Camp of Theatre Arts, exclusively for girls, it was learned 

here today.  

 

The property which includes 60 acres, 19 buildings and 

500 feet of lake frontage was purchased by Sulie and Pearl 

Harand from Mr. and Mrs. Paul Just and Mr. and Mrs. 

Floyd Dixon. The transaction was completed last Wednes-

day. 

 

The new owners conduct the Studio of Theatre Arts in 

Chicago. They plan to have the camp open from June 27 to 

August 21 and will specialize in drama, song interpretation 

and ballet along with normal camp life. 

 

It is their hope to make their camp mean to the theatre 

what the National Music Camp at Interlochen, Michigan, 

means to music. 

 

Elkhart Lake has long been known as a fine summer resort 

and its fame has spread throughout the country and even 

abroad in connection with the international sports car races 

which are being revived through Road America, Inc. 

 

Nostalgic Recollections 
The news that Osthoffôs mecca for resorters from all over 

the nation for almost 70 years, will close its doors forever 

to this class of clientele will bring nostalgic recollections 

to oldtimers in that area. 

 

Its history dates back to 1886 when Otto Osthoff bought a 

farm at the present site, built the main building and opened 

for business. He conducted a leisurely type of American 

plan establishment. 

 

As business improved, cottages were built in addition to 

the main building and these cottages became the summer 

havens for visitors from Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Louis, 

Cincinnati and even more distant Midwest cities. Most of 

them were wealthy families, some in the millionaire class. 

 

Sheboygan Press, Wednesday, May 25, 1966 

Elkhart Lake Attains Unique Position in Theatrical 

World 

é What makes this background so exceptional is that for a 

village of 578 population various phases of Elkhart Lake 

theatre have helped more actors and entertainers to crash 

the grudging gates of big time drama and entertainment 

than any other community ten or even twenty times its  

Camp Harand - 
Elkhart lakeõs camp  
for the theater arts  

Camp Harand ð March, 1990. 
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theater apprenticeship who are enjoying a comfortable living, some have even attained the fame of stardom on Broad-

way, in television or radio or on the night club circuits. Among them are Shelley Berman, Tom Bosley, Ernest W. 

Graves, Dorothy Stinnett, William Needles, Michaele Myers, and Forest Tucker. Tucker is working as Sgt. OôRourke in 

the hilarious television series ñF Troop.ò 

 

Four Distinct Eras of Elkhart Lake Theatre 

...It can be classified into four categoriesðearly local drama, grand and light opera by German actors, the summer stock 

company of Ernest Graves and the most recent Harand-Forest Tucker childrenôs theater era. Little is known about early 

local drama. 

 

German theater was given a stimulus after 1890 when Chicago millionaire Mathias Gottfried built his castle-on-theï 

Rhine villa on the shores of Fleckôs Bay on the northwestern shore of the lake. He brought German actors and musical 

artists to perform for him and his guests on his property. They sought and secured engagements at what was then the 

Elm Park Theatre and later a part of the property purchased by Herman Siebken in 1915. German grand opera and drama 

flourished until WWI. Then anti-German hysteria became so intense in this country that actors who performed in that 

language were forced reluctantly to give up the ghost.   

 

Pine Point Pavilion became the home of Summer Stock in 1941 led by Mr. Ernest Graves. His company was not a large 

one and when he needed a larger cast he enlisted the aid of the Sheboygan Community Players. World War II brought an 

untimely end to the Summer Stock group. 

 

The fourth phase of Elkhart Lake theatre was the Camp Harand projecté. (Much more available at SCHRC) 

Camp Harand, March 1990. 


