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  Prosit! The Brewing Battle 
Taken from When Then Was Now   

 

 The sturdy German immigrants who came to Sheboygan in the mid-19th century usually brought with them a 

well-developed craving for huge foam-flecked steins of golden brew, and fortunately, the supply here was bountiful. 

 Sheboygan was never able to lay claim to the title of beer capitol of the world, but neither did the city have to 

take a back seat to any that did. No fewer than four breweries sprang up in the mid-1800s to help slake the tremen-

dous thirst of the beer-loving populace. And the corner saloon, though seldom an edifice of granite or marble, was a 

highly- revered institution nevertheless. 

 Two solidly Teutonic names, Schreier and Gutsch, are linked most commonly with Sheboyganôs brewing in-

dustry during those early days. For many years they were to be pitted against one another in the struggle for beer su-

premacy. The battle was waged on the streets of Sheboygan as the two brewing titans sold their wares through taverns 

they owned themselves. Unspoken rules of the game required the Gutsch and Schreier taverns to be kitty-corner to 

each other at the intersections, or at least across the street from each other. If they wer mid block. At the height of the 

fray, itôs estimated that the two breweries owned 50 taverns between them in the city. Gutsch opened the first of the 

Sheboygan breweries in 1847 with Schreier following suit in 1856.  

 In the early years beer was sold mostly by the barrel. Bottling was impractical until the 1870s when the pro-

cess of pasteurization was perfected. Gutsch began bottling in 1879. The beautiful label, shown above, is circa 1926, 

and brings to mind all the beauty of Germany, the homeland of both Schreier and Gutsch. 

Circa 1926 Beer Bottle label 

Pre-Prohibition Era 

Gutsch Brewery 

Sheboygan, Wisconsin 

During Prohibition Gutsch, 

like many others, produced 

Lifestaff Goldschaum or  

Root Beer. Taverns became 

soda fountains. 
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Lost on the Lady Elgin  

by Valerie van Heest 

 

Lightning tore through the slate-black sky above lower 

Lake Michigan during the early hours of Saturday, Sep-

tember 8, 1860, illuminating the palatial sidewheel 

steamer Lady Elgin as she lumbered north from Chica-

go through raging seas and gale winds. The vesselôs 

perilous journey would end abruptly and tragically 

when the schooner Augusta collided with the steamer, 

piercing a gaping and fatal wound in the steamerôs port 

side.  Within minutes, the Lady Elgin broke up and 

foundered, forcing her terrified passengers and crew 

into the maelstrom. Some drowned quickly; others 

clung to small bits of wreckage throughout the horrific 

early morning.  Most lost their lives in the churning 

surf along shore.  Over three hundred people, mainly 

Irish-Americans from Milwaukeeôs Third Ward, per-

ished in the disasterðthe worst maritime tragedy ever 

on the open waters of the Great Lakes. Newspaper 

headlines announced the ñalarming calamity,ò survi-

vors recounted their terrifying ordeals, tens of thou-

sands turned out for funerals in Milwaukee, and the 

tragedy evoked far-reaching effects, including the es-

tablishment of a lighthouse and life saving service at 

Evanston, Illinois. However, the volatile 1860 presi-

dential election leading to the start of the Civil War 

would overshadow the tragedy of the Lady Elginôs loss, 

and the memory of the accident faded. $26.95 plus tax, 

hard cover. Available at SCHRC. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Fathoms Deep But Not Forgotten: 

Wisconsin's Lost Ships  
by Brendon Baillod  

This is the first comprehensive directory of southeast 

Wisconsin ships and shipwrecks ever created. The re-

sult of 20 years of painstaking original research, Fath-

oms Deep includes build, career and final disposition 

details for over 1000 ships with connections to Ke-

nosha, Racine, Milwaukee and Port Washington, Wis-

consin. Fathoms Deep is lavishly illustrated with over 

300 historic images, including antique harbor charts, 

marine advertisements & archival vessel photos, and 

includes a detailed history of each port. It also includes 

information on both discovered and undiscovered ship-

wrecks of the area, including many sidescan sonar im-

ages of shipwrecks. Fathoms Deep also includes a his-

tory of area shipbuilding, including every registered 

vessel ever built in the area. This book will be a must-

have for anyone with an interest in the community and 

maritime history of Kenosha, Racine, Milwaukee or 

Port Washington, as well as scuba divers, shipwreck 

hunters and ship buffs. 285 pages, $25.00 plus tax. 

Available at SCHRC. 

New SCHRC Members 
We are pleased to announce the newest  

SCHRC members: 
Arlyne Acasio-Heinig 

Joseph Denk 

Tom Engel 

Mary Horneck 

Jerome Konik 

Scott and Chris Maurer 

Al Opgenorth 

Rose and Mike Pelky 

Lois Pfister 

Kathie Struzik 

 

Welcome! 

2011 Legacy Society Members 
We are pleased to announce the newest  

SCHRC Legacy Society members: 

 

Glenn and Lorraine Lemmenes 

Schulz-Dippel Trucking 

Gretchen Tinkle 

Victoria Vollrath 

 

Thank you for your support. 
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Austrian State Archives 
http://www.oesta.gv.at/engdiv/geneal.htm 
The Austrian State Archives genealogy page 
contains helpful links and addresses to various 
archives, organizations and web sites that could be very 
useful to those searching in Austria. 
The site contains basic tips and links to various 
sections of the State Archives (contact information, 
summary and overview of the collections, a bibliog-
raphy/finding aid and access information! 
 

BRITISH VITAL RECORDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Determine whether you will need a short or full birth 
certificate. Whatôs the difference? A full birth record 
contains all the details that were recorded about the 
birth. This information would include the genealogical 
information you are looking for such as the parentôs 
names. A short birth record simply contains the childôs 
name, sex, birth date and their place of birth. Gather 
all the relevant information you possibly can. You will 
need details about the childôs birth, including the 
motherôs full name, birth date and hospital. If the per-
son was born since 1959, you will need to provide the 
names of both parents. You have an option of ordering 
the certificate via the mail, by post or by ordering 
online. The online option is available through the Brit-
ish Vital Certificates website which can be found at 
http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/ Help sheets are 
available to assist for birth, marriage and death. Order-
ing online is cheaper than ordering through the mail. 
You can also save money if you have the General Regis-
ter Office index reference. Also, donôt forget to check 
out the indexes at Free BDM too at http://
freebmd.rootsweb.com/ Under the UK law, you can 
request a birth certificate of any individual, if you know 
the full details. Anther thing to keep in mind when or-
dering a birth certificate, you will be asked if you would 
like an ñapostilleò record. This would be the equivalent 
to ócertifiedô or ónotarizedô copy of the original record as 
we are accustomed to in America. 
 

Palmer List of Merchant Vessels 
 
 
 
 
http://www.geocities.com/mppraetorius/ 
This website allows you to research the vessel your an-
cestors arrived in. Learning more about their vessel can 
give you new insight into their travels. Listed are the 
vesselôs names, rigging, nationality and some photo-
graphs! 
 

The Chicago Imagebase 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Chicago Imagebase is a Web-based project aimed 
at enhancing knowledge about the built environment 
of the Chicago region. On this siteðhttp://
tigger.uic.edu/depts/ahaa/imagebase/index.htmlð 
you will find a wide variety of images and other data 
along with information on how to use this data to 
study the city. 
 
The above image is from the Images by Era, The Great 
Fire of 1871, Among the Ruins, Waterworks. Below is 

the OôLeary 
Cottage. 
The infa-
mous barn 
was to the 
rear at 
right. 
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Pre-Conference Motor Coach Tour to  

Little Chute and Brown County  
June 8, 2011  

9:00am - 5:00pm 

Join a guided tour by the Little Chute Historical Society to 

examine the village's Dutch roots. 

Visit St. John Nepomucene Catholic Church, established in 

1836 by Father Theodore J. van den Broek of the Nether-

lands, the restored Fox River locks and canal system and 

other historic buildings and sites. Also included on the tour 

will be the site of the future Little Chute Windmill & Van 

Asten Visitor Center. 

Cost: $22 per person - price includes bus ticket only. 

Please plan for lunch on your own. 

The coach will depart from Lakeland College at 9am and 

will return to campus at 5pm. Space for this event is limited 

to 48 people, so register now! 

 

Thursday, June 9 
8:00am to 9:00am - Registration at Lakeland College 

 

9:00am to 10:00am - Understanding the Dutch Dynamic 

in Wisconsin 

 

Robert Swierenga/Hans Krabbendam- Comparing Dutch 

Catholics and Dutch Protestants in Wisconsin. 

 

10:00am to 10:30am Break 

 

10:30am to 12:30pm - Early Dutch Presence in Wiscon-

sin and the U.S. 

 

Pieter Hovens - Moccasins and Wooden Shoes- Dutch Mis-

sionaries and Wisconsin Indians, 1834-1940 

 

Michael Douma - The First Dutch Consul in Wisconsin, 

G.J. Steenwijk and his Transnational Family 

 

David Rodenhuis - The Legacy of the Pioneers and Transi-

tion to the 20th Century 

 

Yvette Hoitink - Patterns of Emigration from the 

Achterhoek 

 

12:30pm to 2:00pm - Lunch 

 

2:00pm to 3:30pm - The Importance of the Written 

Word for Dutch Americans 
 

James De Jong - De Ouwe Schrijves: A Shared but Unique 

Spirituality 

 

George Harinck - D.J. and the Dutch-American Booktrade 

 

Gerlof Homan - Pierre van Paasen's Tall Tales 

 

3:30pm to 4:00pm Break 

 

4:00pm to 5:00pm Panel Session: Training and Encour-

aging Young Scholars of Dutch American History 

 

7:00pm Banquet 

 

Keynote Speaker: Dr. Joland Vanderwal Taylor, Associate 

Professor of Dutch literature, culture and language and 

German at the University of Wisconsin- Madison. 

 

AADAS 2011 

Eighteenth Biennial Meeting 
 

Past and Present: 

The Importance of History for Dutch -

Americans 

 

June 9-10, 2011  
 

Sponsored by the Sheboygan County Historical Research Cen-

ter 

 

Register for the AADAS 

conference today  

at 

www.schrc.org 
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The conference is open to everyone. The local com-

munity is encouraged to attend. It is rare to have 

such an opportunity in your own backyard . 

 

 

 

De Nieuwsbode  
 

The Dutch Sheboygan newspaper 'De Nieuwsbode' is now 

available for free on the newspaper website of the province 

of Zeeland in the Netherlands. Type your query in 

'Zoekopdracht', select the Sheboygan Nieuwsbode from the 

'krant' (newspaper) selection and press 'zoeken' (search). 

All Nieuwsbodes from 1849-1861 are available on the site, 

http://zoeken.krantenbankzeeland.nl/ 

 

 
 
 

 

Second Saturdays 
May 14, 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Re-examining the Lincoln Assassination 
 

Steven Rogstad, Lincoln historian and author 
 

As the first murder of an American president, the assassi-

nation of Abraham Lincoln continues to fascinate the pub-

lic and remains a topic of continual topic of discussion and 

speculation. Was his assassin mad? Did John Wilkes Booth 

act alone or were other more powerful foes working in the 

background to encourage and support the crime?  A life-

long student of the life of Abraham Lincoln, Mr. Rogstad 

has taught seminars and courses on Lincoln at University 

of Wisconsin-Parkside and for the Carroll College Civil 

War Enrichment Program.  This will be fascinating. 

 

Sheboygan Falls Memorial Library 

9:30am to 11:30am 

Lower Level meeting room 

Conference Continued ð  

 

Friday, June 10 
9:00am to 10:00am 

 

Timothy Nyhofï The Amazing Adventures of the Cauli-

flower King: Winnipegôs Klaas DeJong 

 

Jan Peter Vehaveï The Dutchness in Paul de Kruif: differ-

ent, but not indifferent.10:00am to 10:30am Break 

 

10:30am to 12:00pm  - Historical Challenges to Dutch 

American Community Life 
 

Huug van den Doolï Weather, the Dutch, and the Fires of 

1871 

 

Robert Schoone-Jongenï Dutch Religion in Riverside: 

Catholics and Protestants in a Paterson, NJ Neighborhood 

 

Janet Sjaarda-Sheeresï Ecumenicity in the Woods of Vir-

giniaï Dutch Immigrants and their congregational life in 

Amelia County, Virginia 1869 to 1884 

 

12:00pm to 1:30pm Lunch 

 

1:30pm to 3:00pmð The Persistence of Dutch Culture 

in Wisconsin 

 

Jaap van Marleï On the Survival of the Frisian Language 

in Wisconsin 

 

David ZwartðCommemorating the Past: Wisconsin Style 

 

Herman De VriesðStaying Dutch in Sheboygan: The 

Challenges of Maintaining a Culture 

 

Break 3:00pm to 3:30pm 

 

3:30pm to 5:00pm  -  New Institutional Projects 

 

Hans Krabbendamï Digitizing the Sheboygan Nieuws-

bode 

 

Mary RisseeuwðThe History, Development and Potential 

of the Sheboygan County Historical Research Center 

 

Peter Ester/Nella and Earl William Kennedyð

Compassion and Curiosity: The Long Lost American Dia-

ry of Jacob van Hinte 

 

Saturday, June 11, 2011 
8:30am to 4:00pm  Tours of the Sheboygan County His-

torical Research Center and opportunities to conduct re-

search. 
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Elkhart Lake Photo Collage  

Quit Qui Oc Golf Club of Elkhart Lake was organized in the early 1920s by Louis Laun, Lester Laun, Herman Siebken, Joseph 

Wink and Charles Goldammer as officers of the corporation. The land purchased for the club was the 74 acre Edward Wolf farm 

located on the south side of Elkhart Lake. The first play on the course was July 1, 1923 according to the Sheboygan Press Tele-

gram. Remodeling was done on the farmhouse which was and is still used as the clubhouse. The interior was redecorated with 

facilities for both men and women in the large locker rooms. It was considered a beautiful retreat for informal parties. 

The Quit Qui Oc golf 

club was  unique 

among golf clubs in the 

United States of the 

1920s because it had 

an observation tower 

from which play over 

the entire nine-hole 

course could be 

watched. The round 

tower-like structure 

was made from the old 

farm silo. It was re-

modeled into an obser-

vation tower with a 

railed platform at its 

top where people could 

sit comfortably in the 

cool breeze and watch 

the play of their 

friends. 


